
What’s New at the 
SHPO?

SHPO GUIDELINES UPDATE



• Prepare for transition to electronic review

Goals
• Create consistency
• Streamline/eliminate paperwork

New Documentation Requirements
• Formal updates to the Guidelines for 

Architectural Investigations and 
Guidelines for Archaeological 
Investigations coming Fall 2017



NEW PEOPLE!
• Elizabeth Rairigh – Division Chief for Preservation 

Services

• Saurabh Shah – Project Manager for New 
Integrated Data System

• Alison Oskam – File & Survey Room Manager

• Tyra Guyton – Transportation Special Initiatives 
Coordinator

• Hannah Harvey – Cultural Resources GIS 
Specialist and Archaeological Outreach 
Coordinator



Hannah Harvey

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY AND 
OUTREACH PROGRAM



To encourage 
proactive site 

recordation by 
working with a 

diverse group of 
partners.

And

To record more archaeological sites from 
sources other than compliance projects.



Specific goals:

• Update PASS records for existing sites

• Encourage recordation of known sites

• Identify statewide survey priorities and 
work with partners to identify new sites 

• Reach new audiences to convey the 
importance of archaeological recordation



Phase I – University Outreach

• Kicked off this May with visits to field schools and 
university testing projects



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
ABOVE GROUND RESOURCES

Barbara Frederick



Data Submissions

• ONE hard copy report

• Unbound hard copy of HRSF forms 

• CD that includes
– Electronic copy of survey/eligibility report (PDF)

– Electronic copy of HRSFS (PDF)

– Electronic copy of reconnaissance survey table (PDF)

– GIS Shapefiles for the project APE and resource 
boundaries





Reconnaissance Survey Table

• Provide table summarizing results of 
reconnaissance level survey

• Pdf of table will be attached to APE in 
CRGIS

• Abbreviated HRSFs for those properties 
whose potential significance will be 
affected 





• Demo of 50-year-old building
• Major construction (pig 

launcher, compressor station)
• Within 100 feet of building or 

structure
• Removal of significant historic 

woodlot 
• Loss of significant landscape 

features

When to Survey for Pipeline Projects



Agricultural Context Summary Tables







THE UPDATED 2017 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 

IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA

Kira Heinrich



• Criteria last substantially updated in 2008

• In 10 years we identified some problems:
• Inconsistency in recording small pre-contact 

sites between different methodologies

• Confusion about isolate & non-site numbers

• Confusion associated with low density or 
diffuse historic sites

• Confusion for defining site boundaries, 
especially for historic sites

• Too much extra paperwork!



What we did about all this

• The SHPO (Reviewers and CRGIS Staff) and 
the State Museum Staff met

• Addressed issues with the Site Criteria with 
an eye to updates

• Updated the Isolate/Non-Site Form 

• PASS form updates still in progress

• Worked to provide CLEAR(er) guidance for 
all of this



Pre-Contact Site Identification Criteria

• 2 artifacts is the site minimum

• Added rockshelter plus 1 artifact (not FCR) 
Isolated finds are only pre-contract and 
only diagnostic



• Streamlined the Criteria for clarity

• Need to consider historic maps and 
background research in defining 
sites and boundaries

• Guidance on historic artifact 
scatters associated with foundation 
remains

• Higher minimum standard for 
historic artifact concentrations NOT 
associated with foundations or 
features

Historic Site Identification Criteria



NEW REPORT SUBMISSION 
PROCEEDURES

Kira Heinrich



• Draft report submissions must include:
• ONE hard copy report

– Bound with spiral or comb binding

• Hard copy PASS forms should be separate 
from the report

• CD that includes
– Electronic copy of the report

– Electronic copy of PASS Files as separate documents

– Shape files for the project APE and any sites

• Incomplete Draft Submission Packets Received 
beginning Monday July 17, 2017 will be 
Returned



Hannah Harvey

GEOSPATIAL SUBMISSION 
STANDARDS



We want your shapefiles!
• Your data will appear in CRGIS quickly and with 

greater accuracy



How we want them:
• Esri shapefiles preferred; GoogleEarth KML or 

Esri geodatabases accepted

• Features must be projected, but we do not 
require a specific coordinate system and 
projection

• Polygon geometry only



File organization:
• Separate files for APEs, historic resources, and 

archaeological sites

• Survey areas with discontiguous segments 
should be merged into a single feature

Please include ER numbers, key 
numbers, or site numbers in the 

attribute tables.





CRGIS UPDATES

Noël Strattan



Map Changes Coming Soon:

• Panning with “the hand” and 
zooming with a slider

• A search bar on the map so you do 
not need to return to the AOI (area of 
interest) page to build additional 
maps

• New base maps - a larger selection



Map Changes Coming Soon:

• Fewer divisions of the above ground 
resources – but still distinguishable by 
eligibility

• More control over the layers you have 
turned on

• The ability to see the details of stacked 
resources before opening full reports



Demo slides





http://crgis.state.pa.us



Registered User Sign In Page

1. Click Sign in on main page as before
2. Sign in using an email address 
3. Current User

3



Public Users still just open



AOI Page: Options – similar to before



AOI Window 
Generate Map button now opens a new Map.html window



New Map Window: 
1. Selected AOI
2. Layer groupings in the Legend
3. “Loading “ sign as default layers are being loaded



Legend Area

1. AskRegis Button – same as 
before 

2. Start Over Button‐ takes user 
to previous AOI screen as 
before

3. Selected AOI
4. Layer Groupings Collapsed



Map Navigation
1. Zoom In/Out
2. Zoom to State Extent

3. AskRegis Button
4. Start Over Button

5. Tool Menu
6. Basemap Options



Basemaps 1. Click Basemap icon to see 
selections. Option 1 is the 
Default PennDOT basemap

2. Option 2 is the Topo 
basemap

3. Option 3 is Imagery with 
labels. Other basemaps 
exist also…



MapCore Search
1. MapCore 

Search‐
example 
Archaeological 
Survey by ER 
Number

2. Results 
suggestions 
displayed. 
Select the 
result of 
interest.

3. Once selected, 
“Add to Map” 
is activated 
and allows 
user to zoom 
to the selected 
polygon



Hover/Tooltips

1. Make sure the 
layer is turned on 
in the Table of 
Contents/Legend

2. Move the mouse 
over a feature of 
interest

3. Attributes display 
depending on the 
layer‐ notice the 
new NR Status 
attribute



Identify: Single Resource

1. Clicking in a 
feature on the 
map displays the 
Layer Information 
box with  View 
Report button 
activated 

2. Clicking View 
Report Opens the 
familiar Report 
Window 

3. Attachments 
available in report 
window



Identify: “Stacked” Resources

1. Paging through 
the stacked 
feature allows 
user to select 
feature of interest 
– Notice blue on 
Map

2. Clicking View 
Report 

3. Opens a new 
Report Window 

4. Attachments 
available



Maps and Layers

1. Maps – user can view 
map or open existing 
map

2. Layers – user can add 
layers to map

3. Save Map‐ user can 
save existing map 

4. More Layers are 
displayed depending 
on user . E.g
Archaeology and  
predictive layers



Tools/Links
1. Toggle Overview map on/off
2. Spatial Search Tool
3. Measure
4. Feedback
5. Help



Spatial Search
1. Spatial Search from Tools Menu
2. Select Type of geometry input
3. Optionally Select Buffer (This is   

collapsed by default)

4. Click Spatial Search Button
5. Report Window opens & area mapped
6. “Watershed Summary” report renamed



Spatial Search ‐ Layer
1. Spatial Search 

from Tools Menu
2. Click “Layer” tab
3. Select Layer from 

pull‐down
4. Enter District 

Number
5. Select button 

zooms to 
selected object

6. Spatial Search 
button opens a 
new window 

7. New window has 
Spatial Search 
information

8. Export button 
works the same 
as before.



Measurement

1. Measure Tool 
from Tools 
Menu

2. Select Point 
(Lat/Long) or 
Line (Length) Or 
Area and draw 
respective 
shapes on the 
map

3. Dimensions are 
displayed



Feedback Link Still Functions

1. Feedback Tool 
from Tools Menu

2. Opens new 
Feedback window



PennDOT Projects
1. Identify one of the projects on the map
2. Click View Report 
3. New Report window opens

4. Click “Click to View” on the report window
5. Opens Videolog link with the same 

segment selected.



Remote Data Entry Beta Testing 
Coming in August:

• Must be registered user

• Above Ground – large projects

• Report Summary Forms

• Archaeological Sites 





Training, Tutorials, and Guidance 
will be available for both the 

maps and the data entry as they 
come online.

Watch our Blog and Newsletter 
for details.




